176    The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

" We do not certainly know the exact nature and opera-
tion of the moral attributes of God : we can but infer and
conjecture from what we know of the moral attributes of
man: and the analogy between the Finite and the Infinite
can never be so perfect as to preclude all possibility of
error in the process. But the possibility becomes almost
a certainty, when any one human faculty is elevated by
itself into an authoritative criterion of religious truth,
without regard to those collateral evidences by which its
decisions may be modified and corrected." *...-" Beyond
question, every doubt which our reason may suggest in
matters of religion is entitled to its due place in the
examination of the evidences of religion; if we will treat
it as a part only, and not the whole; if we will not insist-
on a positive solution of that which, it may be, is given us
for another purpose than to be solved. It is reasonable to
believe that, in matters of belief as well as of practice, God
has not thought fit to annihilate the free will of man, but
has permitted speculative difficulties to exist as the trial
and the discipline of sharp and subtle intellects, as Ho has
permitted moral temptations to form the trial and the dis-
cipline of strong and eager passions. . . . We do not
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